Electrical Engineering and Technology | Volume 1 | Issue 1 | June 2025

~“CIENTIFIC Electrical Engineering and Technology
=) Publiking Limied https://ojs.ukscip.com/index.php/eet
Article

Powering Real-time Health Monitoring Systems in Wearables

Wen Li, Shuai Gu*
School of Petroleum Engineering, Northeast Petroleum University, Daqing 163318, China

Received: 16 January 2025; Revised: 20 May 2025 Accepted: 28 May 2025; Published: 19 June 2025

Abstract: As wearable health monitoring systems become increasingly integral to personal healthcare, the challenge of
powering these devices to ensure continuous, real-time operation is of paramount importance. This article looks into the
different power considerations and demands in health monitoring wearables, and the major issue concerning power
solutions needs to be addressed effectively. It talks about the new methods of power management, including dynamic
power scaling, energy-efficient algorithms, and sleep mode to achieve a long battery life. It also brings to light newer
energy harvesting technologies, like kinetic energy, heat-based energy and solar, as well as new battery technologies
such as solid-state batteries and flexible batteries. Their combination with low-power parts and wireless communication
standards is helping to build sustainable power extensively. Finally, the article indicates a detailed description of the
role that these power solutions play in enhancing the longevity, efficiency and reliability of wearable devices to emerge
as effective to be used as continuous health monitoring.
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1. Introduction

The high development rate of wearable devices has changed the treatment sphere manifold, providing people
with access to the control of their health that has never been closer. Whether it is fitness trackers, smart watches
and even more dedicated devices, such as ECG monitors, wearables are now an inherent part of gathering and
studying data on heart rates, physical activities, sleeping patterns, and even more complex statistics, such as
blood sugar levels, and oxygen saturation. These innovations make it easy to monitor the health of the
individual, making it possible to intervene early to curb any possible problems, take care of chronic diseases, as
well as the ability of individuals to take a more proactive position concerning their health [1,2].

Nonetheless, despite all the opportunities which the given devices open, there is one crucial issue which could
be discussed as the core of wearable health technology, and it is the power [3]. In comparison to the
conventional medical equipment, wearables cannot be connected to an electric outlet, as seen in usual medical
equipment, since they are supposed to last and work without any connection wirelessly, yet in a delicate and
practical size. The challenge of finding this balance, that is, supplying a device that has the capability of real-
time health monitoring without compromising size, comfort or performance, has become a central issue when it
comes to developing future wearable health systems [4].

Health monitoring in real-time implies the continuous data gathering, processing, and transferring the data to the
cloud servers or mobile appliances. This primarily requires extensive computing capabilities, wireless
connectivity (including Bluetooth or Wi-Fi), and a range of sensors used to detect a variety of health parameters.
All these operations require energy, and the more constant the surveillance, the heavier it is on the power supply.
Just being able to have a long-life battery and yet still providing quick and accurate health monitoring is no
mean feat [5].

Ensuring the real-time health monitoring gadgets are powered is more important than mere assurance of
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functionality. The wearable health data can be applied in many ways, starting with monitoring the overall fitness
of an individual to monitoring the control of chronic diseases such as diabetes or heart disease. To be effective
indeed, such wearables should be able to provide accurate, real-time data, with no interruption at any given
moment. Continuous recharging of the machine or frequent breakdown of machines under the limitation of
power might result in loss of health information, thus making the device less useful and reliable. Moreover, the
trend of wearables in healthcare is only on the rise, which makes the demand for devices that can be used day
and night without being a constant burden due to the need for constant maintenance, more urgent than ever [6].
Therefore, the energy supply of health monitoring systems that operate in a real-time setting in the framework of
a wearable represents a complicated issue that integrates the energy-efficient design, battery life optimization,
and innovative power supplies. The problem is not just how to get enough power to operate the sensors or the
display, but to establish an overall system that is sustainable and is capable of providing continuous, reliable
operation in a device that people will be able to wear every day, all day. To do that, not only will innovations in
battery technologies be needed, but also in power management algorithms and sensor optimization [7].

Into the future, the answer to these challenges will lie in a blend of leading-edge power management methods,
novel energy harvesting methods and the next generation battery technologies. Through continuous research and
development, in the future, the wearable health devices will become the most efficient, comfortable and capable
and powerful than ever. This paper discusses the complexities of powering wearable health monitoring systems
in real-time and sheds light on the existing issues and the most effective power options, in addition to the future
trend of the next generation of wearable health monitoring technology [8].

Next, we will take a deeper look into the power needs of real-time health monitoring systems, and then we will
see the power needs of wearable devices and how the designers of wearable devices are overcoming those
challenges and how the new solutions will change to a more efficient and long-lasting power solution. Through
these priority points, we are confident that we will bring a clear picture of how the wearables can be powered
effectively going forward and hence serve as dependable health monitors over the coming years [9].

2. Understanding the Power Requirements

Here, we will look at any particular power requirements that real-time health monitoring systems need in
wearables. To have a good grasp of these needs, it becomes appropriate to look at the basic requirements of a
wearable device, the manner in which each component interacts, as well as what type of energy each part will
require to power itself up continuously [10].

2.1 Sensors and Data Collection

Wearable health monitoring technologies are based on apparatus use, through which data on different
physiological values is obtained, including heart rate, body temperature, oxygen saturation of the blood, glucose
level, ECG and others. All these sensors use varying quantities of power according to their role and the data
collection frequency.

e Heart Rate Monitors: Those monitors that measure the heart rate using optical sensors normally need
moderate power since they may run continuously in order to register real-time heart rate. They send
light through the skin and gauge the amount of light reflected by blood vessels using the sensors. The
energy required is mostly low, but because the system is working all the time, it requires a constant
power supply so that there is no loss of data due to a lack of power supply.

e ECG and Electrodes: Electrocardiogram (ECG) sensors, which measure electrical activity of the heart,
need more power than simpler sensors since such measurements involve higher resolution capture, and
the work must be able to be performed in real-time to provide an accurate reading. Such sensors may
need increased power to transmit data, as data is likely to be more complicated and must be transmitted
as fast as possible.

e Oxygen and Glucose Sensors: Sensors which measure blood oxygen level (SpO2) or glucose require
even smarter wearables. The optical sensors that are involved in SpO2 monitoring require a slight
additional amount of energy to capture light absorption and reflect it. Glucose sensors, which have not
yet reached consumer-grade wearables, would probably use more power as they might operate with
electrochemical reactions in assessing the level of glucose [11,12].

The amount of energy each sensor needs varies, but one thing remains clear: all of these sensors require
continuous or near-continuous operation, which significantly impacts the overall power requirements of the
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device. Additionally, sensors that require high-frequency measurements (e.g., heart rate or ECG sensors) put a
larger strain on the power supply compared to those that only collect data intermittently.

2.2 Processing and Data Analysis

The receiving the health information that is measured by sensors, the wearable must analyze it in order to obtain
something useful. This entails a process of running the algorithms, where raw data is tested against preset
standards of health and in some cases, alerts are triggered or the results are displayed on a screen. Data analysis
Run time may demand high computation demands, particularly in the case of difficult-to-interpret information,
such as ECG signals or multisensory combination (e.g., heart rate, oxygen saturation, and movement).

A microprocessor or a health-processing unit that is built into the wearable usually provides processing power.
Such units can be made in a way that would allow them to run the required calculations on the device itself or
transmit the data to the paired smartphone or the cloud platform, where the necessary calculations would be
made. READING either way, this component requires a constant flow of energy, and its energy consumption
may vary depending on the frequency of data processing and the complexity of the algorithm [13-15].

As an example, when the device keeps calculating data on the heart rate, it uses up more energy. In case the
wearable is intended to process high-detail ECG data with real-time analysis, it will need more power since it is
a complex calculation task. Power management for to process is thus a critical element to make sure that the
wearable can sustain with battery, even though providing correct real-time output.

2.3 Wireless Communication

In many wearables, the processed health data needs to be transmitted wirelessly to other devices, such as
smartphones, tablets, or cloud servers. This enables users to track their health data on a larger screen or in a
centralized platform and provides the ability to access long-term trends.

e Bluetooth and Wi-Fi: Communication technologies like Bluetooth (for short-range communication) or
Wi-Fi (for long-range communication) are commonly used to transmit health data. These wireless
technologies require power to function, and their energy consumption can vary depending on the data
transmission frequency, distance, and connection stability. While Bluetooth Low Energy (BLE) has
made wireless communication more power-efficient, frequent data transmission, especially when real-
time data is involved, still requires a significant power draw.

e Cellular Connectivity: Some wearables, especially those used for remote health monitoring or
telemedicine, might include cellular capabilities for transmitting data directly to healthcare providers or
remote systems. Cellular communication can be more power-hungry than Bluetooth or Wi-Fi, adding a
layer of complexity to the power requirements [16].

The power required for wireless communication is not only dependent on the technology but also on the
frequency and volume of data being transmitted. For example, continuous ECG data streaming requires far more
power than transmitting less frequent step-counting information [17].

2.4 Display and User Interface
While some wearables are designed to be low-key and rely on vibrations or light notifications, others have
screens that display health information directly to the user. The display, whether it’s an LED or an OLED screen,
is one of the most power-hungry components of a wearable device.
¢ Display Technology: OLED screens tend to consume more power than simpler displays like e-ink or
LCD screens, especially when they display dynamic content. This is particularly true if the display is on
for extended periods, showing real-time data such as heart rate, step count, or notifications. Brightness
and screen activity (e.g., interactive touchscreens) also affect the energy consumption of the display.
e User Interaction: The more a user interacts with the device (touching the screen, changing settings,
etc.), the more power the device consumes. The display often remains on as the user interacts with the
wearable, which adds to the overall power demand [18].

2.5 Overall Power Consumption

In order to understand the power required to run a wearable health monitoring in real-time, we have to look at
the amount of power that the sensors, processing modules, wireless communication and displays will demand.
Although some might consume very little power, such as the sensors, other elements, such as the data
transmission and display systems, can consume the battery very quickly. To make wearables useful, particularly
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in health-related uses, the overall power usage has to be balanced such that the equipment can run on a regular
basis throughout the day without the need to charge regularly. As an example, a standard fitness tracker might
be required to run days on end between charges, whereas a more sophisticated counterpart, an ECG recording
device, could require hours of operation without the necessity to recharge the device. The power consumption of
real-time health monitoring systems in wearable devices is highly dependent on the amount of energy each
component of the system grants: sensors, processing components, wireless communication, and display screens.
Every system needs serious design considerations so that it can be able to balance performance, energy, and user
convenience. With the trend of shifting to more elaborate and sophisticated health monitoring platforms, it
would be crucial to support these power demands to facilitate further promotion and applicability of wearable
health devices [19].

3. Challenges in Powering Real-Time Wearable Health Systems

There are no challenges in making wearables health monitoring systems run in real time. They are aimed to
work uninterrupted and in a wireless manner and monitor various health parameters, as well as collecting and
sending the information in real time. Nevertheless, the maintenance of such devices is problematic in a number
of aspects. This section discusses the main challenges that designers and engineers have to deal with in creating
wearable devices that will offer constant, real-time health monitoring that will not compromise the performance
and comfort of the user [20,21].

3.1 Limitation of Battery Life

Battery life is one of the key issues in the powering of real-time health monitoring wearables. Wearables have to
operate autonomously, which is unlike a stationary medical device or bigger equipment that can be connected to
a power source. It implies that the designers need to combine the power consumption of the device with the
wearable battery, which has a small capacity.

e Constant Operation: Monitoring in real time means that sensors should be constantly powered. As an
illustration, devices used to monitor heart rates, ECG, or oxygen levels in blood need to constantly
gather and send data. This continues the use of the processor, consuming more power, which shortens
the battery life.

e Heavy Data Processing: Large health data that needs to be processed, like the ECG inflexion or multi-
sensor recording, requires a lot of processing power. The energy requirements are further constrained by
the fact that the processor works continuously, and even more so, when analyzing large amounts of data
sets in real-time.

e Data Transmission: Bluetooth or Wi-Fi are wireless communication protocols that need extra power.
The heavier or more frequent the transmission (e.g. streaming real-time ECG data), the higher the power
consumed, which further aggravates the battery drain.

Battery capacity should be carefully regulated to accommodate wearables that can be used in a day-long process,
which could be up to several days. The battery capacity will, however, imply the size and weight of the device,
which is likely to affect the comfort and ease of use [22,23].

3.2 Limitations in terms of size and comfort

The wearability of wearables is one of the major factors that make them increasingly popular. One of the
priorities of the design of such devices is comfort, as they will be worn by people during the day and even
longer. Nevertheless, this poses a problem given one intends to pack potent batteries or a more energy storage
system in a compact unit.

e Battery Playoff: Big batteries that might, in theory, allow one to operate longer are simply too clumsy
and heavy to be comfortable. The wearables, such as smartwatches and fitness trackers, must be light
and unintrusive, which constrains the size of the battery that can be installed without the deterioration of
the user experience.

e Aesthetics and Wearability: A heavy machine would not make the user wear it often. Because
wearables are usually worn on the wrist, finger, or can even be embedded in clothes, they have to be
thin, bendable, and fashionable and at the same time have sufficient power to support constant health
monitoring systems.

e Heat Dissipation: Smaller devices also have problems dissipating heat. The wearable has a processor
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and sensor, and other parts, which produce heat when used. These gadgets are prone to overheating in
the absence of adequate airflow, which serves as a heat dissipation system, as this will interfere with
performance and battery life. This is one of the main challenges in viewing and managing it in a small
wearable aspect [24].

3.3 Powering Multiple Sensors Simultaneously

As wearables evolve, they are increasingly being designed with multiple sensors to provide more
comprehensive health monitoring. For instance, a device might combine heart rate monitoring, ECG,
accelerometer data (for activity tracking), SpO2 measurements, and even temperature readings, all in one unit.
However, the more sensors integrated into a device, the greater the strain on the power system.

e Sensor Power Consumption: Each sensor consumes power, and when multiple sensors are operating
simultaneously, their collective energy usage can become significant. For example, while a simple step
counter might use very little power, a continuous ECG or SpO2 sensor demands much more energy.

o Data Synchronization: When these sensors need to work in unison to provide integrated health insights
(e.g., combining activity data with heart rate variability for fitness tracking), the power requirements are
even greater. Ensuring that the sensors remain synchronized and that the device doesn’t overconsume
power during this process is a constant design challenge.

o Interference and Calibration: Wearables with multiple sensors must be calibrated to prevent
interference between them, ensuring that accurate measurements are recorded without excessive power
consumption from recalibration processes [25].

3.4 Wireless Communication and Data Transmission
Wearable health devices often rely on wireless communication technologies (such as Bluetooth, Wi-Fi, or
cellular networks) to transmit data to other devices (e.g., smartphones) or cloud servers for real-time analysis
and storage. While this wireless communication is essential for enabling real-time monitoring and reporting, it
also presents challenges in terms of power consumption.

¢ Bluetooth and Wi-Fi Power Demand: Although Bluetooth Low Energy (BLE) and Wi-Fi have been
developed to be energy-efficient, these technologies still require power, particularly during data
transmission. The more data that needs to be transferred (e.g., continuous ECG streaming or live health
reports), the higher the power demand.

e Connection Stability: Maintaining a stable wireless connection requires the wearable to continuously
monitor for signal strength and communication channels, which consumes more power, especially when
the connection fluctuates. For example, a weak Bluetooth signal requires more power to maintain than a
strong one.

e Cellular Connectivity: Some advanced wearables, especially those used for telemedicine or remote
health monitoring, come with cellular connectivity. This functionality allows the device to send data
directly to healthcare providers without relying on a nearby smartphone. However, cellular
communication consumes significantly more power compared to Bluetooth or Wi-Fi, and as wearables
become more integrated into health systems, this issue will become more pronounced [26].

3.5 Environmental Factors

The wearable health monitoring systems may greatly be affected by the environmental factors on the power
efficiency. These things are temperature, humidity, motion and even the behaviour of a user. All these factors
may affect battery life and the entire performance of the machine.

e Temperature Sensitivity: High temperatures (such as very hot or very cold) may slow the performance
of batteries, causing them to drain more quickly. This is illustrated by the fact that cold conditions may
result in battery capacity loss and, therefore, make the whole device time-limited.

e Motion and Activity: With wearables that are meant to track activity or operate within emotionful
situations (such as fitness trackers or sports watches), motion may add requirements to the power needs
because sensors need ongoing recalibration to follow movement precisely.

e Humidity and Sweat: Where a device are worn on the body (wristwatch, patches, etc.), the battery life
and the sensor may be affected by exposure to sweat and moisture. The crucial aspect in long-term
usability of wearables is the creation of a product that will hold up under such environmental pressures
and maintain efficiency and performance.
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When it comes to fuelling real-time health-monitoring systems in wearables, several important challenges exist.
The limitations of battery life, size, and comfort constraints, the necessity to power many sensors at the same
time, the necessity of wireless communication, and environmental conditions also contribute to the design and
effectiveness of wearable devices. With the further development of wearables, it will be necessary to handle
them by offering new ways of managing them, including efficient power management, the use of energy-saving
parts, and alternative sources of energy to keep these devices feasible, stable, and functional in long-term health
monitoring [27-29].

4. Advanced Power Solutions for Wearables

As the demand for more sophisticated, real-time health monitoring systems in wearable devices grows,
traditional power sources and strategies are no longer sufficient to meet the performance and longevity needs of
these devices. To address the challenges discussed in the previous section, engineers and designers are exploring
and implementing several advanced power solutions. These solutions aim to extend battery life, improve energy
efficiency, and create more sustainable power systems, enabling wearables to operate continuously without
compromising performance, comfort, or size. In this section, we will explore some of the most promising
advanced power solutions for wearables. [30]

4.1 Energy Harvesting

e Energy harvesting, also known as energy scavenging, is gathering and storing small quantities of energy
in the surroundings or in the human body to drive technology. Through this, the reliance on traditional
batteries can be minimized as alternative sources of renewable and sustainable energy can be used to
complement or even substitute traditional batteries. A number of options are under study to enable
wearables, such as energy harvesting, in particular, health monitoring systems.

¢ Kinetic Energy: Wearables have the potential to get energy from the movement of the wearer's body.
An example is where piezoelectric materials will be able to convert the mechanical energy used in
motion (like walking, running, etc.) and generate the electrical version of the same. Some fitness
trackers and smartwatches already use the technology to prolong battery life or maintain small, low-
power modules powered up at all times.

e Thermal Energy: Wearables can also capture energy from body heat through thermoelectric generators
(TEGs). These devices convert temperature differences (such as the difference between the wearer’s
body temperature and the surrounding environment) into electricity. For instance, a wearable could
harness heat from the skin and use it to power sensors or processors, reducing reliance on external
power sources.

e Solar Energy: Some wearables are equipped with small solar cells that can capture ambient light to
generate power. While solar energy harvesting is not always feasible for all wearables (due to size
constraints and varying light conditions), it can be a viable solution for outdoor or sport-focused devices.
In such wearables, solar energy can supplement battery power, extending the time between charges
[31,32].

The integration of energy harvesting into wearable devices can help create a more sustainable power solution,
but it is generally most effective when combined with traditional battery technologies, as energy harvested from
the environment may not always provide a sufficient or constant power supply.

4.2 Low-Power Sensors and Components
One more important component of increasing the power efficiency of wearable devices would be to make the
components more energy efficient. The low-power sensors, processors, and communication modules can assist
in decreasing the total energy expenditure of the device as well as keeping it functional.
¢ Low-Power Sensors: The use of sensors in health monitoring includes heart rate monitors, temperature
sensors and accelerometers, which can be designed to use less power. This can include the utilisation of
materials that exert less energy in gathering data or the utilisation of technology that consumes less
energy to collect data, like the use of micro-electromechanical systems (MEMS) that are lightweight
and have the advantage of low consumption of energy.
¢ Low-Power Processors: Low-power processors or microcontrollers built to be energy efficient can also
be deployed in addition to optimizing the sensors in wearables. Such processors are able to process
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sensor data and consume low power. Certain processors also have in-built features that enable the
control of power usage, as well, which are the dynamic voltage scaling (DVS), where the processor
dynamically scales its power usage to the workload it has, and sleep modes, which make the device
consume less power when not in use.

e Power Management: The wearable can have power management ICs (integrated circuits), which assist
in managing power to various components of the wearable. This can further reduce power consumption
by activating power delivery to essential devices or unessential devices, depending on the critical
situation and switching off non-essential circuits [33].

By equipping wearables with power-efficient hardware, manufacturers will be able to significantly increase
battery life without compromising the quality of health data that is being measured.

4.3 New Battery Technology

Normal Li-ion batteries have been the battery of choice to power wearables, but such batteries have limitations
regarding energy density, lifespan and size. In order to overcome these shortcomings, scientists and
manufacturers are coming up with third-generation battery technologies that are lighter, have a higher energy
density and are flexible.

e Solid-State Batteries: Solid-state batteries are another option to the conventional lithium-ion batteries.
They perform at a solid electrolyte rather than a liquid electrolyte, making them more stable and safer,
with the prospect of being more energy-dense. It is also possible to reduce the size of solid-state
batteries, making them more flexible and smaller, which suits wearables.

o Flexible Batteries: Flexible and stretchable batteries are also becoming the most important technology
of wearable products, especially those concerning health monitoring systems, since they need to be
attached to clothes or soft materials. Latex battery, through its design, can bend and stretch and conform
to the body, thus enabling high comfort and wear levels. The other positive characteristic of flexible
batteries is that it is light compared to the amount of energy they can support in order to monitor the
health on a constant basis.

e Lithium-Sulphur and Lithium-Air Batteries: Lithium-sulphur and Lithium-air batteries are new
varieties of batteries with better energy densities than the traditional lithium-ion batteries. Lithium-
sulphur and lithium-air batteries promise to last much longer when it comes to battery life, and this is
important in the context of wearables involved in 24/7 health monitoring. Nevertheless, problems of
stability and cycle life have to be solved first to make these batteries widely applicable in wearable
applications [34-36].

The idea of innovative battery technologies guarantees to enhance wearables to produce more power and work
longer and more effectively, while remaining in a compact form.

4.4 Wireless charging

Although the old-fashioned charging systems, using wires, are effective, they can be cumbersome to use
because one often needs to use his or her hands to plug the device into the charging system. The wireless
charging technologies are becoming popular with the hope of avoiding physical connections that are associated
with charging and creating a smoother experience of charging.

e Inductive Charging: An inductive charging is based on the transfer of energy between two coils, one
of which is in the wearable device and the other is in the charging point, by means of an electromagnetic
field. Such technology is already present in devices such as smartphones and smartwatches. But the
inductive charging does not involve any physical connectors, hence the wearables are more tenacious
and washable. It also supports charging when the wearable is on the body of a user, and this makes it
convenient for individuals who require constant health checks.

¢ Resonant Charging: OK, just to pad this list, there is a more complex implementation of wireless
charging called resonant charging that makes the transfer more effective over longer distances or under
misalignment. This would help to make wearables to be charge without a cable, which would give them
freedom and flexibility.

The convenience of wireless charging technologies means that the users of such devices do not need to worry
about running out of power in their wearable gadget without the need to physically connect them, which can be
particularly useful when the gadget is used in real-time statistics of its user, the wearable gadget is to be
available at all times [37,38].
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4.5 Supercapacitors

Supercapacitors are energy storage materials, unlike normal batteries that store energy electrostatically, not
chemically. The components are being attracted to wearables as they charge fast and have a long life, and can
deliver a high load of energy. Short-burst Energy Storage: Short energy bursts can be needed whenever the
wearable needs a spurt of energy (such as with the display) or when a large amount of data needs to be
broadcast. These short-burst storage devices are fully suited to the use of supercapacitors. Integration with
Batteries: The supercapacitors can be used together with regular batteries to enhance power management in
wearables. The capacitor can rapidly release its energy to accommodate a short burst in demand for power,
whereas the battery accommodates a more consistent, longer-term energy demand. Although most
supercapacitors offer lower energy density than batteries, their capability to be used as they offer quick bursts of
energy and are used in conjunction with batteries makes supercapacitors a perfect invention to improve the
efficiency of wearables with inputs in real-time health monitoring [39].

Power solutions that have considered advanced procedures are needed to make a compromise to the challenge of
real-time health monitoring systems powering wearables. They will include some energy harvesting
technologies, low-power components, breakthrough battery technologies, wireless charging, and supercapacitors,
driving longer wearable devices, more efficient, and more sustainable wearable devices. Such a combination of
technologies can ensure that wearables, in addition to being convenient, reliable, and easy to use, deliver
continuous and real-time health data. With further advancements in this area, it is likely that additional
breakthroughs will be made and further advance the limitations of wearable health technology [40].

5. Power Management Techniques

One of the vital considerations of the wearable health monitoring system is the power management. Since
sensors, processing units, wireless communication systems, and displays are switched on all the time, wearables
need adequate power management approaches so that the gadgets operate their functions efficiently without
exhausting the battery too soon. An efficient power consumption is key towards ensuring the extended lifespan
of batteries, higher performance of the device and reducing instances of replenishment, whilst still ensuring the
user experience is satisfactory. In this part, we are going to discuss some of the most important power
management methods that contribute to the sustainability of wearables critically [41].

5.1 Dynamic Power Scaling

Dynamic power scaling (DPS), also dynamic voltage and frequency scaling (DVFS) requires the power
consumption of the device to be adjusted according to the workload. In wearables, this implies that various units
(e.g. sensors, processor, communication devices) can be run at reduced power during device idle state or low-pi
tasks and at higher power in cases where it is required to run heavier tasks [42].

e Dynamic Power Scaling: Wearables use power scaling when the power usage of different parts can be
altered depending on the activity that the device is undertaking at any given moment. To take an
example: when the wearer is not moving, and the main functions that are required are time display or
step counters, then the device will be able to also lower the power demands to any sensors, and even
processors, and yet still be able to guarantee that the basic functions are preserved.

e Maximization of Processing and Data Transmission: In case the wearable has to process more
complex data, like real-time health data that is recorded in the form of ECG readings or other
multifaceted data, the wearable will automatically have a greater power supply to the processor or have
a higher frequency of transmission. Once this heavy demand has been satisfied, the system can then be
reduced to a lower power mode and use energy efficiently [43].

Such an adaptive approach to power management makes sure that wearables do not dissipate power
unnecessarily when they do not need to use their full processing power and makes battery life much longer.

5.2 Energy Optimal Algorithms
Wearables have been quite dependent on software to do the processing and analysis of data produced by
different sensors. The quality of the algorithms at work here determines the extent of the power that the machine
will use directly. Power-efficient algorithms would help to lower the total computational workload on the device,
thereby lessening the amount of energy required to process data.

e Data Compression: Data compression is one of the tools that is usually employed to enhance the power

45



Electrical Engineering and Technology | Volume 1 | Issue 1 | June 2025

efficiency of wearable health products. The energy that will be utilized in the wireless communication
will be reduced in direct proportionality to the data that has to be sent because the data will have to be
compressed before it goes through the wireless connection. As an illustration, if the rejection of high-
resolution ECG data transmissions in favour of a lower frequency or the compression of raw sensor data
before its transmission to a cloud service is implemented, a significant amount of power can be saved.

o Local Data Analysis and Edge Processing: Data analysis can be done on the device, and specific
insights can be processed by computing within wearables, which means that an individual does not have
to send the raw data to the cloud to derive the important data. As an example, a wearable could conduct
some initial analysis of heart rate variability or monitor changes in activity levels and send minimal
output of the data that could be considered truly important information. This eliminates the need to send
out continuous data, reducing power.

e Power Optimization Using Machine Learning: Further optimization of power consumption may be
done by using artificial intelligence (Al), machine learning (ML) methods. Such algorithms can also be
used to forecast activity patterns of the user, such as when to request data or when to pass it on. As an
example, a wearable may assess that the user is sitting in one place and will reduce the sensor sampling
rate, using less power without losing health data [44-46].

Through the energy-efficient algorithms, wearables may maximise not only the processing requirement but also
the communication activities associated with real-time health monitoring, hence there will be a great saving in
power consumption.

5.3 Low Power States and Sleep Modes

Sleep modes and low-power state use are one of the most promising methods of power management in
wearables. These states assist in saving some energy that can be utilised when the device is not physically in use
or when it does not need a higher amount of monitoring. Depending on their status, wearables may also switch
to one of the possible low-power modes and conserve energy when not in use.

o Idle States: Wearable devices can enter an idle state when the device notes that it is not currently in use
(such as the user is not moving or is not using the device). Data sensors and processors can be powered
down or set into low-power mode, awaiting the user to reconnect and interact with the gadget in this
mode. To take the simplest example, a fitness tracker may only turn on when the person is taking up
exercise, rather than monitoring the heart rate 24/7.

e Sensor Duty Cycling Wearable devices use what is known as sensor duty cycling; sensors are not
necessarily on all the time, but they are periodically activated to gather information. An example is a
heart rate sensor, which may not take continuous readings, but only after every 10 seconds, or an ECG
sensor, which only works after some time, e.g. when the person is exercising. Cycling sensor on/ off
allows the device to save energy even though it continues its collection of useful data.

e Deep Sleep Mode: There is some advanced wearable that can enter a deep sleep mode through which
most facilities of the device are disabled, and a very bare minimum of functionality is left active. This
mode is especially handy when the wearable is required to save battery in the long term, like through
the night. To take an example, the sleep trackers could detect sleep by cutting down power and
activating only essential sensors (such as motion detection) when they are not being used [47].

There needs to be sleep modes and low state capabilities to ensure long battery life in wear intervening devices
that require constant usage without the need to recharge often.

5.4 Energy-Economical Communication Protocols
Another major factor which influences power consumption is the communication between the wearable and the
other devices (whether a smartphone or cloud server). A lot of power is required in wireless communication
systems as evidenced in wireless systems such as Bluetooth connections, Wi-Fi and cellular networks when high
amount of data is being passed.
¢ Bluetooth Low Energy (BLE): BLE is an energy-efficient protocol used to transmit data purposes, it
has been created specifically with internationally distributed devices, such as wearables, in mind. It uses
much lower power than regular Bluetooth so wearables may communicate constantly to smartphones or
other devices without running out of batteries. BLE enables wearables to remain connected with the
least possible energy consumption, and this is convenient to transfer health data in small volumes
constantly.
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e Enhanced Data Transmission: Wearables could also trim down power consumption by creating less
frequent transmission and smaller amounts of data averagely sent. To give one example where it is used,
a wearable might constantly pump the sensor data, but only transmit the data when a large change in the
health metrics of the user or level of activity is detected. Also, during data transmission the wearable
could group the data and then transmit the data in bulk hence not using power continuously to transmit
in small chunks of data.

e Near-field Communication (NFC): In others, NFC may serve as a replacement to more power-
consuming wireless techniques. NFC is limited proximate communication guideline which requires
minimal power and may be utilized in the transferring of data in a restricted range. This may apply to
wearables that do not seek to provide data all the time, like a smart ring or a bracelet [48].

The wearables can be connected and able to monitor their health in a real-time manner with minimal power
involvement due to the power-efficient communication protocols in place.

5.5 Energy Harvesting Integration

As discussed earlier, energy harvesting is an emerging solution for supplementing or even replacing the need for
traditional battery power. Wearables that incorporate energy harvesting mechanisms, such as kinetic energy
(from the wearer’s movements) or thermal energy (from body heat), can reduce the reliance on rechargeable
batteries and extend the device’s operational time.

e Powering Low-Power Components: While energy harvesting may not always provide enough power
for high-demand functions (such as real-time data processing or large data transmissions), it can
supplement the power needs of lower-energy components. For example, a wearable could use harvested
energy to power its display, basic sensors, or low-energy data transmission, allowing the device to
conserve battery power for more intensive tasks.

o Extended Battery Life: Wearables can self-recharge since they have integrated energy harvesting
systems, which allow them to recharge, even when in motion or when at rest, and you do not have to
charge them frequently. Such a strategy will guarantee the wearables last longer without breaking, and
thus they will increase reliability in continuous healthcare tracking [49].

The power management techniques are necessary to make the wearables in health monitoring real-time, efficient,
and sustainable. Dynamic power scaling, energy-efficient algorithms, sleep modes, low-power communications
protocols, level of power easiness, energy harvesting technologies, etc.; designers can make sure that such
devices will serve long enough without exhausting the battery too fast. These methods also complement each
other in order to find a balance between power consumption and the requirements to maintain continuous real-
time data collection of health measurements, enabling the wearables to last longer and retain their basic
functionality. Yet with the continued development of wearable technology, the power management strategies
will become all the more important in ensuring that wearables are becoming more reliable, efficient, and user-
friendly [50-52].

6. Conclusions

The sum up, wearable health monitoring is a complex problem of powering real-time health monitoring systems
that pose a balancing act between energy efficiency, performance, and experience. With ever more advanced
wearable health devices, which include additional sensors and have constant data acquisition, the need to have
long-lasting power solutions has never been so essential. The ways through all these will be the combination of
new power management, highly developed energy harvesting processes, low-power parts and next-generation
batteries. Dynamic power should be scaled, use energy-efficient algorithms and intelligent sleep modes, and it
provides the optimization of the use of power and therefore the battery life is also increased directly with the
wearables using only as much power as is needed. In the meantime, the wireless communication industry
(Bluetooth Low Energy, etc) and broad-scale adoption of energy harvesting devices, such as kinetic and thermal
energy, hold tantalizing prospects to help decrease the use of traditional batteries. More so, advancement of
battery technology, such as solid-state batteries and flexible batteries, holds the potential of expanding the
capabilities and improving the life span of wearable health devices further. With the further development of the
wearable health tech sector, the progress in power management and energy systems will remain crucial to
defining the next wave of devices. Such enhancements will not only increase the efficiency and ease of use of
wearables but also guarantee that the real-time health tracking is efficient, accurate, and available to each user.
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Future wearable health monitoring systems will ultimately rely on the smooth adaptation of these power
solutions, so users will have the experience of constant health monitoring, regardless of whether people will use
the device to monitor a chronic condition, proactively support fitness goals, or even general well-being.

It is best suited that, with the help of such advancements, the future will be a place where more wearable health
devices will be stronger and efficient but will also be more sustainable, and therefore, an essential aid to ensure
better personal healthcare and improve the quality of life.
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